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Bhai Gurdas's poetry 1s generally regarded as the key
to Gurbani, which is substantially true. For apart from
singing the praises of the Gurus and of the omnipresent
and all-persuading divinity, he preaches in a very
concrete and illustrative manner, the moral virtue:s
inculcated by the Gurus, viz., service, humility, tolerance,
forbearance from speaking of thinking ill of others and
unquestioned devotion to Guru. To make his point, he
uses a kind of extended metaphor which is metaphysical
in the way some of the conceits of the English
metaphysical poets of the 16th and 17th centuries are.
For instance, he describes the earth as model of tolerance
and humility, the cotton seed as that of self-sacrifice.
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